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WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) praised House passage of the Coast Guard Hurricane Relief Act of 2005 (HR 4508), legislation he co-authored to temporarily extend the duration of documents that were housed at the U.S. Coast Guard facility in New Orleans.  Congressman Boyd joined Congressman Don Young (R-Alaska) in introducing this legislation on Tuesday.

Due to the damage caused by Hurricane Katrina, the U.S. Coast Guard facility in New Orleans was severely damaged, and many records were destroyed.  Currently, those mariners whose licenses were held at this facility have been unable to renew their licenses because of the loss of records. Under this legislation, Coast Guard licenses, Certificates of Registry, Certificates of Inspection and Merchant Mariners' documents will be extended through February 28, 2006.

"The passage of this legislation is so important for the mariners of the Gulf Coast, whose livelihood is at risk if they are unable to renew these documents," said Congressman Boyd.  "Hurricane Katrina caused many problems for owners and operators of seafaring vessels in the Gulf of Mexico.  By temporarily extending the licenses of those mariners, we are helping provide the assistance they need to rebuild their lives."

A chief architect of the bill, Congressman Boyd pushed the legislation when it became clear that the Coast Guard Reauthorization bill, which also extends the duration of a license for mariners in the Gulf States, would not be completed until next year.  

"As we begin to understand the full impact of Hurricane Katrina, we must not let anyone affected by the storm fall through the cracks," Boyd stated.  "The Gulf of Mexico is the lifeline to many coastal communities in North Florida, and this legislation will help the seafarers in our area continue to make a living from the sea."
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